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For a moment Dolliver seemed astonished, and certainly
looked so. He asked before replying:

'' Captain, where have you come from ?"
The captain answered, "From Hong Kong.'7
Dolliver queried again before answering:
"And you ain't heard anything at all?"
"No," said the captain, "not a word, pilot."
Dolliver 7s answer to this was in terms so memorable and
so dramatic that its bluntness in words can be excused.     He
was telling to us as "news" things that were old to him, when
he said:

"Why, captain, the country is all busted to hell!"
It is not easy at this time to describe the emotions of those
to whom this portentous news came for the first time. There
was hardly a dry eye in that thrilled multitude. Old Glory
was flying at the peak, and almost every head was uncovered
and bowed in homage to the symbol of our free land and sweet
home. Resolves were immediately made by all who had heard
Dolliver's thunderbolt. As the ship sped on to Boston, the dread-
ful news of what had taken place at Fort Pickens, at Fort
Sumter, at the Norfolk Navy-Yard, the firing on the Sixth Mas-
sachusetts in Baltimore, the call for 75,000 men and other ex-
citing incidents had been culled from the papers Dolliver
brought.

As is usual in times of great excitement, rumor had pre-
ceded the Niagara's arrival. It was said and believed that the
Southern officers on board intended to seize the vessel and carry
her into one of the Southern ports. On shore the excitement
was intense, so that it was with some peril that people attempted
to ascertain what had happened in. the year of absence to those
near and dear to them in other parts of our country. Prep-
arations had been made by some irresponsible people looking
to the sinking of schooners in the channel near Nix's Mate to
prevent supposed threats by Southern officers being carried out.
Nobody had once considered how perilous to the city the pres-
ence of the Niagara in the harbor was, or how readily she
could have destroyed Boston had the rumor of the disaffection
of her officers been true.

The Government at Washington, however, in order to know
quiry was:
